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UK variant has mutated again, scientists
say
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Coronavirus pandemic

The Kent variant of coronavirus that has been spreading around the UK

appears to be undergoing some worrying new genetic changes, say

crienticts.
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2/2/2021 UK variant has mutated again, scientists say - BBC News

Tests on some samples show a mutation, called E484K, already seen in the
South Africa and Brazil variants that are of concern.

Although this change may reduce vaccine effectiveness, the current ones in
use should still work, say experts.

The UK has already stepped up measures to control the spread of new
variants.

Urgent testing for the South Africa variant is starting in parts of England and
travel restrictions have been introduced to stop more cases entering from
abroad.

Experts working with Public Health England have only found a handful of
cases of the UK variant with the E484K mutation - it was seen in 11 out of
214,159 samples that they tested.

e How worrying are the new variants?
e Which areas will have mass testing for Covid variant?

It's not unexpected that variants are appearing or that they will continue to
change - all viruses mutate as they make new copies of themselves to spread
and thrive.

Dr Julian Tang, a virus expert at the University of Leicester, described the
finding as "a worrying development, though not entirely unexpected".

He said it was important people follow the lockdown rules and get cases of
coronavirus down to prevent opportunities for the virus to mutate further.

"Otherwise not only can the virus continue to spread, it can also evolve."

He said that allowing spread could allow a "melting pot" for different
emerging variants.

Scientists have already been checking what these new mutations might mean
for existing coronavirus vaccines that were designed around earlier versions of
the virus that started the pandemic.

Some research appears to show E484K may help the virus evade parts of the
immune system called antibodies.

But early results from Moderna suggest its vaccine is still effective against
variants with this mutation - although the body's immune response may not be
as strong or prolonged.

Two new coronavirus vaccines that could be approved soon - one from
Novavax and another from Janssen - appear to offer some protection too.
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Even in the worst case scenario, vaccines can be redesigned and tweaked to be
a better match in a matter or weeks or months, if necessary, say experts.

A silver lining may be that the variants are mutating in a similar way rather
than diverging from each other.

Prof Ravi Gupta from the University of Cambridge said: "This gives us a sign
that it has certain favoured routes - and we can work to block those off with a
vaccine."

Former UK health secretary Jeremy Hunt said the race was on to vaccinate as
many people as quickly as possible in order to keep a step ahead of the virus.

Measures such as washing your hands, keeping your distance from other
people and wearing a face covering will still help prevent infections.
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Thousands in areas where South African variant found should further limit time outside, a minister says.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55900625 3/7


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/cyz0z8w0ydwt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c87z0we2g0zt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55659820
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/explainers-54872039
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-55898258
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-55898258

2/2/2021 UK variant has mutated again, scientists say - BBC News

(® 55 minutes ago

Hancock to update MPs as SA variant testing starts

® 4 hours ago

UK variant has mutated again, scientists say

® 21 minutes ago

Features

The story of the suspected gangster atthe = Wealthy home workers retreat to their
heart of boxing sheds

Pandemic fashion: 'From sequins to Doctor: We're getting self-harming 10-
sweatpants' year-olds in A&E

Which face covering is best to wear? Who was the Sutton Hoo archaeologist in

et —e

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55900625 4/7


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/uk-55900440
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55900625
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/extra/1y3kadznaf/the-suspected-gangster-at-the-heart-of-world-boxing
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-55845735
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-55773751
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55864573
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55877540
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-suffolk-55877934

2/2/2021 UK variant has mutated again, scientists say - BBC News
‘'ne Digz

Man flees in socks after lockdown breach 'A shock diagnosis won't stop me running'

B T—

il

The tough little bottles crucial to fighting

Covid

Elsewhere on the BBC

Sun, sea, palm trees and mystery on the You might be on your own but you're not
Balearics alone!

The new series of The Mallorca Files is streaming Five helpful tips to tackle loneliness while social
now on BBC iPlayer distancing

Most Read

UK variant has mutated again. scientists sav 1

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55900625 5/7


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-suffolk-55877934
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-55895734
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-55864202
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-55808640
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p091wly2/the-mallorca-files-series-2-1-the-maestro?xtor=CS8-1000-%5BPromo_Box%5D-%5BNews_Promo%5D-%5BNews_Promo%5D-%5BPS_IPLAYER~N~p091wly2~P_TheMallorcaFilesS2E1%5D
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4yvvk7?xtor=CS8-1000-%5BPromo_Box%5D-%5BNews_Promo%5D-%5BNews_Promo%5D-%5BPS_BITESIZE~N~z4yvvk7~P_FiveWaysToTackleLonelinessWhenYou%27reSocialDistancing%5D
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55900625

2/2/2021 UK variant has mutated again, scientists say - BBC News

o s J -

Heavy snow affects schools, travel and Covid jabs 2
People in variant test areas told to 'think twice' 3
Marilyn Manson dropped by record label 4
Alcohol deaths hit record high during pandemic 5
US actor Hal Holbrook dies aged 95 6
Wealthy home workers retreat to their sheds 7
FM to announce outcome of Covid lockdown review 8
EU condemns 'threats' against NI Brexit port staff 9
‘Nonsense' to keep slavery statues, says TV historian 10

Listen to Richard Osman's debut novel

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55900625 6/7


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628994
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-50068132
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628323
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/20039682
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55900625
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-55899744
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-55898258
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-55900061
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55900624
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-55900985
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-55845735
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-55893787
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-55901429
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-55893706
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000rmhy?xtor=CS8-1000-[Discovery_Cards]-[Multi_Site]-[SL02]-[PS_SOUNDS~N~~ThursdayMurderClub]

2/2/2021 UK variant has mutated again, scientists say - BBC News

<) BBC Sounds

Should we be boycotting fashion?

<) BBC Sounds

How will Henry VIII be judged...

<) BBC Sounds

Guaranteed musical goosebumps

<) BBC Sounds
Home Weather CBBC Bitesize Local
News iPlayer CBeebies Arts Three
Sport Sounds Food Taster

Terms of Use  Aboutthe BBC  Privacy Policy  Cookies  Accessibility Help Parental Guidance

Contact the BBC Get Personalised Newsletters =~ Why you can trust the BBC

© 2021 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external
linking.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55900625

77


https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/terms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/privacy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/cookies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility
https://www.bbc.co.uk/guidance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcnewsletter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-41670342
https://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/links/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport
https://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/taster
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/localnews
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcthree
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p07vr56c?xtor=CS8-1000-[Discovery_Cards]-[Multi_Site]-[SL02]-[PS_SOUNDS~N~~FahionFixFeb2nd]
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0958v2c?xtor=CS8-1000-[Discovery_Cards]-[Multi_Site]-[SL02]-[PS_SOUNDS~N~~EvilGeniusHenryVIII]
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000rx1v?xtor=CS8-1000-[Discovery_Cards]-[Multi_Site]-[SL02]-[PS_SOUNDS~N~~SheridanSmithShowStoppers]

