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NEWS › HEALTH

No Covid outbreaks linked to rammed beaches,
scientist tells MPs

/*

Bournemouth beach on one of the hottest days of last year with temperatures that nudged into 35C / PA

T

By Barney Davis |

housands of sun worshippers flocked to beaches across the country last summer
to soak up the rays, prompting concerns of Covid-19 “super spreader” events.

But there has never been a Covid-19 outbreak linked to a crowded beach, MPs heard on
Wednesday.
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Professor Mark Woolhouse, professor of infectious disease epidemiology at the
University of Edinburgh, told the Science and Technology Committee: “Over the
summer we were treated to all this on the television news and pictures of crowded
beaches, and there was an outcry about this.

“There were no outbreaks linked to crowded beaches, there’s never been a Covid-19
outbreak linked to a beach ever anywhere in the world to the best of my knowledge.”

He said that mass gatherings – such as a horse racing event – are an exception
because they do not involve social distancing and there are “pinch points” like
travel and refreshment facilities.
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“I think we do have to understand where the risks are so that we can do as much as
possible safely,” he added.

Sun worshippers flock to Bournemouth beach
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The same panel heard how scientists had been “crying out” for someone in a position of
political power to decide what level of Covid-19 infections are “acceptable”.

“I think it’s reasonable to say let’s not have Covid winters that are any worse than bad flu
winters. But, actually, bad flu winters could be quite bad,” Professor Dame Angela
McLean, chief scientific adviser at the Ministry of Defence said.

“It’s one of the things we’ve cried out for again and again – could somebody in a
position of political power tell us what is an acceptable number of infections.

“Maybe this past year, maybe a 2020 where the number of infections and deaths was so
high, perhaps nobody would say that.

“But we do need to decide what level is acceptable and then we can manage lives with
that in mind.”

Related

Government was too slow to tighten Covid tier restriction, says Deputy Chief Scientific
Adviser Dame Angela McLean

Professor Woolhouse added: “The answer is not zero. If you take the view that no Covid
death is acceptable or something of that order, you are writing a blank cheque to do any
amount of harm by the measures you have implemented to try and control it.”

The comments came as the Prime Minister was joking with reporters at a mass
vaccination centre at Cwmbran Stadium in Cwmbran, south Wales.

Mr Johnson said: “I think it’s 46,000 they’ve done in this centre, a really outstanding
achievement.

Promoted Stories

No Senior in the UK Should Go Without This £38 Smartwatch
GADGET ADVICE

https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=eslmedia-londoneveningstandard&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-midpage-mobile-carousel:Carousel%20Thumbnails:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=eslmedia-londoneveningstandard&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-midpage-mobile-carousel:Carousel%20Thumbnails:
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/government-slow-covid-tier-angela-mclean-lockdown-b920145.html
https://gadget-advice.com/koretrak_uk/index.php?click_id=GiDihMI8Ar4kkdJrmIXlZoZDQBTWE36W_yzwCY5p0GAaGiDWzFEokpGEhpLjhPCFAQ&site=eslmedia-londoneveningstandard&site_id=1018668&title=No+Senior+in+the+UK+Should+Go+Without+This+%C2%A338+Smartwatch&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=6956559&campaign_item_id=2940497350&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F09c575efeb2e197f4fa623a6b7d2ffd5.jpg&site_domain=standard.co.uk&cpid=b2e2c976-e1ab-49c6-af1c-185c30a1bd49&currency=gbp&gl=gb&lg=en&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral#tblciGiDihMI8Ar4kkdJrmIXlZoZDQBTWE36W_yzwCY5p0GAaGiDWzFEokpGEhpLjhPCFAQ


2/17/2021 No Covid outbreaks linked to rammed beaches, scientist tells MPs | Evening Standard

https://www.standard.co.uk/news/health/no-covid-outbreaks-beaches-b920133.html 4/6

“I think, as the song goes, ‘I’ve been all around the world and then Japan, I’ve never
found a place for vaccines like Cwmbran’. How about that?”

He added: “I think that, overall, if you look at the infection rates across the UK, they are
coming down a bit now. That’s very encouraging.

“I think one of the big questions people will want to ask is to what extent now is
that being driven by vaccination. We hope it is, there are some encouraging signs,
but it’s still early days.”
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