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to the report in the Daily Telegraph newspaper that the UK government struck a
deal worth £119m with an American advertising company, OMD Group, urging
people to ‘Stay Home, Stay Safe’ a full three weeks before Boris Johnson
ordered a lockdown.

Think about what this means. It's safe to assume that if this big money deal was

struck on 2nd March, the preparations began a lot earlier — in February, or more

likely, even earlier than that. You don't just set up an advertising campaign with a
major US agency in a couple of hours.

What does this tell us? Well, basically everything we thought we knew about
how Britain came to be locked down on 23rd March is probably false.

The dominant narrative is that Bojo, the hapless ‘clown’ and his Keystone Cops
Cabinet were pushed into lockdown. Pushed by public opinion. Pushed by the
‘experts’. Pushed by the Premier League. Pushed by the ‘Left’. Pushed by Piers
Morgan. Pushed by ‘Professor Doom’ Neil Ferguson and his ludicrous
‘modelling’.

But if they had already arranged a £119m
lockdown advertising campaign, which
referenced emergency economic measures in READ MORE
its communication strategy, it would mean the
decision to lockdown had already been taken
many weeks earlier. At the same time, the
government was giving every impression that
they weren't going to lockdown.

Why did they do this? Well, put yourself in the
shoes of Johnson and his top aide Dominic o
Cummings. If a Conservative government, and Shut up, spoilt Londoners!
one which has already been denounced as by The Covid lockdown should
the liberal-left for being pro-Brexit, and anti-  be stricter still, so stop

free movement, had said openly in February complaining and get on with
that they were planning to lock Britain down it

there would have been an outcry. The big
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Think back to March.

Reporting on the seemingly muddled UK response to the virus then made a lot
of people think that the intention was to let the virus “pass through”the
community. Was this intentional?

There’s grounds for believing it was.

A much publicised report in the Sunday Times said that Dom Cummings, a
hated figure for hard-core Remainers, had argued against strict measures at a
private meeting at the end of February. No 10 denied the claim, calling it a
fabrication.

But the report made an impact. If ‘Deadly Dom’ wants herd immunity then surely
we need to do the opposite and lockdown, was the Pavlovian response of many
on the left.

ALSO ON RT.COM

Boris Johnson ‘forcing’ pubs in the North of
England to close is a cultural car crash bound to
cause more trouble than it cures

This website uses cookies.
Read RT Privacy policy to Accept cookies
find out more.

https://www.rt.com/op-ed/504818-covid19-reverse-psychology-johnson/ 3/22


https://mail.rttv.ru:446/owa/redir.aspx?C=a5nlAbiqYg1Lgsxrte2RUqQEzyG2dH15M37oFMAnNHEGO0EfTnvYCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.theatlantic.com%2fhealth%2farchive%2f2020%2f03%2fcoronavirus-pandemic-herd-immunity-uk-boris-johnson%2f608065%2f
https://mail.rttv.ru:446/owa/redir.aspx?C=towhmpno7D0uOUJVxeXnSb20_ZVJdBF5JBxuFGW9y9AGO0EfTnvYCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.theguardian.com%2fcommentisfree%2f2020%2fapr%2f29%2fthe-guardian-view-on-herd-immunity-yes-it-was-part-of-the-plan
https://mail.rttv.ru:446/owa/redir.aspx?C=C_m_8T4nND2S2acO0nRzMtJXO3skR3hBnrrYC7m4PfcGO0EfTnvYCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.theguardian.com%2fpolitics%2f2020%2fmar%2f22%2fno-10-denies-claim-dominic-cummings-argued-to-let-old-people-die
https://mail.rttv.ru:446/owa/redir.aspx?C=eqfxR2v4MRH3zCI5XkL_NqqeNu5h_2lwyGktiaRV1ekGO0EfTnvYCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3dvOHiaPwtGl4%26feature%3dyoutu.be
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/503031-boris-johnson-pubs-north-lockdown/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/rt-news/kloiceblkijlknknaibcaieiicafajlo?hl=en
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/504818-covid19-reverse-psychology-johnson/
https://www.rt.com/privacy-policy/

2/16/2021 Covid-19 reverse psychology: Did Johnson play the left by ‘pretending’ he didn’t want a lockdown so it could get public support? — ...

disease, as it were, to move through the population, without taking as many
draconian measures.”

That was like a red rag to a bull to those who were already convinced the
government'’s ‘response’ was too laid-back. But it is interesting to note that the
Prime Minister wasn't advocating ‘taking it on the chin’ — simply saying it was
one theory that had been put forward. He actually said a few seconds later: “/
think it would be better if we take all the measures that we can now to stop the
peak of the disease being as difficult for the NHS as it might be”.

Johnson was actually hinting about more restrictions to come, but all the liberal-
left could hear was the opposite.

By getting his opponents to push for a lockdown, by making them believe he
opposed one, Johnson guaranteed that when a lockdown was finally
announced, there'd be a much wider acceptance of it. Throughout the year the
pattern has continued. The great enablers of the government’s Covid
authoritarianism have been those on the left, for instance Richard Burgon

MP, whose line of attack has not been to oppose Tory restrictions but to say that
the restrictions either don't go far enough or were being eased too soon.

The Government was too slow to lockdown.Now they are rushing re-opening sectors
of the economy, risking people's health and safety.People and health must come
before private profit.

— Jeremy Corbyn (@jeremycorbyn) July 1, 2020

The very same people who had been calling Johnson an ‘extremist’, even a
‘fascist’ before March, have ended up being his witting (or unwitting)
accomplices. It's hard to escape the conclusion that the government has played
its opponents like a violin. Now here’s a thought.

Suppose that instead of being a 'clown’ and a 'buffoon’ Boris de Pfeffel Johnson
was actually far smarter than anyone gives him credit for? We've all read
mystery stories when the bar room idiot, who plays at being drunk, is actually
the very sober criminal mastermind. Could the ‘clown’ actually be playing the
clown in order to get the opposition to pressurise him to do the things he wants

-~
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‘Iron Felix’ keep the show on the road after
19177 He set up the ‘Trust’. The Bolshevik
Counter Espionage operation which controlled,
and misdirected, the anti-Bolshevik ‘White
Russian’ opposition.

The opposition ended up calling for things that The UK is becoming a

the government wanted them to call for. Rathertyranny as tinpot dictator
like Labour going into the last election pledging BoJo rides roughshod over
for a ‘2nd referendum' on Europe, or pushing laws without caring what
for a lockdown in 2020. By supporting a ANYONE thinks

lockdown, while giving the impression they

opposed one, were Johnson and his

government playing chess, when everyone else, who thought they were being
so clever, was playing checkers?

The OMD deal is our strongest clue yet that the ‘reluctant lockdowners’ had it
planned for quite some time.

Think your friends would be interested? Share this story!

The statements, views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do
not necessatrily represent those of RT.
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